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I am sending this reprint of a QST article
both to help you as a new amateur in formulating
good operating habits, and to show you the kind of
material we have in QST for bteginning hams. I hope
¥ou will find it Interesting and useful. Ir ¥You are
not already an ARRL member, Join the League now and
recelve QST every month,

Dear OM:

SN e

Editor, QST

Your Novice Accent *
And What To Do About It

BY KEITH 5. WILLIAMS.* WeDTY

LANGUAGE 15 & means of commumeation, [t s erating procedure has been established by yewrs
maost efficient when all whe speak it follow  of usage. In many cases it is established becanse
the same grammatical rules and pronounce it is the most efficient or intelligent way of doing

irﬂwmhwﬂnmhy.lmhkdmupudu it. In other cases & certain procedure is used be-
given linguistic stock tend to develop differences  cause it has always been done that way and
in speech habits. They speak with different ac-  everybody understands what everyone else is
cnts, follow different rules of grammar, the doing
difference growing with continued isolation until I would like to comment on some specific
each group finds it difficult to understand others  points concerned with ham operating, T trust it
rmwaﬂqmthemlnuiclmgum. i i

International Morse code is, in a way, a lan-  the DX department as I want to talk 1o noviess,

have followed the same procedure and used the Tune Around
same “Q8T English.” Now, however isolation is When you, Bill Novice, heat up the filuments
beginning to make itself felt. A pew accent, a  and prepare for a session of brass pounding, don't
new dialect, the “Novice Accent” is beginning to  be too hasty. It is not good practice to start eall-
be heard. It is the one defect in an otherwise ing CQ while vou're waiting for the receiver to
excellent innovation in amatenr radio. come to life. Check your gear, and when vou're
In pre-noviee days an amateur Iaunched forth  ratisfied it's all ready, take a few minutes to
int]:cmhuhumn.ndiuwry short order lost
his beginner's accent and was taken for & native,
Now, on the other hand, most beginners start out
on 80 or 40 meters confined, by novice status, to
band segments populated almost entirely by
other novices. They are the isolated linguistis
Eroup mentioned above, People speak a language
w‘id:.ﬂmmlmm%uthmwith whom they
hﬂllﬂ‘ . New hams pick up habits and op-

> erating of the gang they chew the fat
Ttis increasingly easy to pick out a new Gen- listen. See whats going on near your own [re-

eral Class operator on c.w, bands, His speed may quency and then tune back and forth a bit, More
be up to par and _hn may have an excellent fist, than once I've beard some good DX going to
but his lwm 1= apt o If"'- rather odd. I_'i‘-'r' has  waste while the brethren are busy honking out
-:.EEn.#I.ur in un.tfwrluunding Just what is going on CQ's without, apparently, having listenwed more
and- his transmissions can be very confusing t0  thay two seconds after tuening on the rig. Mk
the general run of amateurs, Standard ham Op-  some station who is already calling (O and an.



&

gwer his call rather than adding to the bedlam
with & CQ of your own. Un the remote chunce
that you hear no OQ's, go abead and try one

Two things are important: (1) your receiver has
a tuning dial; use it — it keeps corrosion {rom
setting 1n and you may hear someone calling you
off your frequency. Many a time I've heard a
WHN ar KN station eall CQ time after time and
be answeped by stations in other parts of the
band with no QS0 resulting, If a fellow calls O,
gigns and says “K", then starts another O} in
ten seconds you know he's not tuning. He just
gits there like a lump, expecting a eall on his own
frequency. He has few QS0's and he creates
beaucoup QRM with his useless calling. (2) Don't
make your calls too long, Contrary to your first
impression a long call does not atitact eager pros-
pects. Rather, just the opposite . . . the longer
you call the fewer the answers you receive. People
are & restless lot. After waiting through ten or
twehve OQ's the average operator will lose pa-
tience and start looking for someone else. One
nighit, by actual count I heard one novice op-
erator send 57 COQ's before signing his eall! This
i pure madness! This applies as much to your
calling another station as it does to a CQ. Make
your ealls short. With a little thought you will
realize that if the other station hasn't heard you
in the first minute or less he's probably not geing
1o hear you at all,

Three-by-threse

A OQ pattern that has proved very successful
over & long peried is the obd three-by-three. (A
three times, sign your call three times, and repeat
the whole thing three times. Personally, 1 punch
out four OQ's, sign three times and repeat three,
This is more than sufficient and results have been
satisfying. When snswering a CQ, make your

KHOW YOUR OPERATIMNG SIGMHALS AMD
USE THEM PROFERLY —

call as short as conditions warrant. For instance,
on 40 meters, on o weekday moming about ten
o'clock you hear WGDTY ealling CQ near your
frequency with practically no activity on the
band; vou only need call about three times, sign
vour call three times and you're in. If you're 25
kilocycles away, call a bit longer, but not too long
because it doesn't take the receiving operator
long to tune through the band when activity is
light. On the other hand, when QRM is heavy,
make your call somewhat longer because it takes

a meceiving operator longer to comb through the
mess. In other words, make the length of your
call suit eonditions. It is seldom necessary, even
under the worst conditions, to call a station more
than eight or ten times before signing your own
call.

Don't fall into the habit of expecting all call
signs to begin with WN or KN. There are about
two hundred other call profives in use throughout
the world. Once 1 beard WHEAWT call CQ balf
& dozen times on the 40 meter novice band, put-
ting in an 59 signal. Now, while most novices on
the band would dearly love to QS0 the Hawaiian
lslands, no one answered until finally some poor
soul came up calling WSBAW!

Procedure Signals

Most novices misuse the procedure signal DE.
DE means “from™ and it is sent only once before
each series of a call sign. Tho not repeat it before
each transmission of your call sign in a series.
It is common to hear something like this, “CQ
... CQ DE KN&ZZZ DE KNGZZZ DE
KNEZZZ CQ . . . ETC.” This is not good prac-
tice. Under poor receiving conditions it is very
confusing to the receiving operator who is trying
to dope out your call betters. The extrn DE
throws him every lime.

When you sign for the last time on o CQ don't
be fancy. Just send the proeedure signal “K™.
This invites anyone who heard your CQ} to an-
swer. Do not send AR, either by itself or followed
by K. When making calls, AR is used only when
you have ealled another station but are not yet
in comtact with him. AR is a procedure signal
sent as one charneter, di-lah-di-dah-dit. It is
not sent as the two separate letters A amd R.
Examples of current, standard procedure arc
(1. ..0Q CQ O DE KENGZZZ KNGIZE
KNOZEZ K, and (2) © . . WHNAYYY WNAYYY
WHNAYYY DE KNGELZE KNGAES KNGELS AL

When you have established contact there are
certain preliminaries you should get squared
nway before you begin discussing the weather.
At the beginning of a Q350), on the first tranamis-
gion from the other station, each operator is in-
torested in two pieces of information first. He
wants to know how his signals are being received
and where the other station is located, in that
wrder, Most operators, for some odd reason, want
to know the other fellow's name, but that is third
in importance. Until recent vears all hands were
very happy to be called OM or OB and nobody
cared what your name was Giving the signal
report, location and name, in thal order, has be-
come standard throughout the world and is al-
ways sent firsf, prior to everything else, It saves
time and avoids confusion if yvou follow that
standard. Example: . . . WN4YYY DE KNé6-
2ZZ R GE OM ES TNX FER CALL BT UR
RET 570 579 HR IN PODUNK PODUNE
CALIF BT NAME I= BILL BILL BT RIG
HR . . . ete. Onee the preliminaries are out of
the way proceed with the Q50 as it may develop,
Iiag chewing is lots of fun.



Abbreviations

Ham radio s full of abbreviations There is
gowxd reason for this, It saves time. You can say
more with less wear and tear on the key, A great
many abbreviations are standard the world over.
You'll ind them hsted in handbooks. Don't go
overboard, but learn to use the universally under-
stood shorteuts in operating. A good example is
CANTL" This 15 a word which is heard only oo
the novice bands, Learn to send “ES™ instead of
“AND.” Is standard practice; it's quicker and
easier to send. While vou're at it, learn the proper
use of abbrevistions, I in doubt, leok them up
in the handbooks.

Sigrals for period and eomma were pra.-:tiuIJ_-.-
never heard on the ham bands until the noviees
got going. They are still not in use except in
novice bands. You may need to know them to
pass i oodde examination, but they are clumsy and
awkward in ham wmmunit'u.tiuns. All punctus-
tion can be handled by the question mark and by
the signal “BT" (dah-di-di-di-dah). What do
you need with a comma? Nothing! Don't bother
to use it. Anyway, some of the old timers might
not recognize it (unless they thought it meant
an exclamation mark, which is what it stood for
until fairly recently). Most novices are currently
sending a comma between the name of their town
and the name of their state. This is & waste of
time and effort, No punctuation i8 needed there
at all, Forget the lengthy, tim.&mnsumjng_si.pul
for period. Just use the long break sign BT be-
tween sentences or thoughta It is much easier to
send and sounds smoother, The only time in ham
radio when formal punctustion signals are called
for is in such things as official bulletins, ete.

When you sign over to the other station make
it quick and easy and use one of TJ:u‘ standand
methods, I have heard novices say, NOW
1AM TURNING IT BACK TO YU 'S0 HERE
IT COMES . . " Long winded guff is okay in
its place, but it ghouldn't become a habit on cow.
Same of the boys are now sending, ©. . . S0 BE
TO YOU . . ." This is an improvement, but it’s
not universally understood becanse “ BE " means
BREAK, not BACKE. All vou need to say, really,
is “HW?™ ar “WATSA? Either signal indicates
to the other fellow that vou are through for the
moment and are about to sign over to him. If it's
vour last transmission it is customary to part
with a certain amount of love and kisses. Don't
drag it out into an absurdity. Haven't you heard
some fathead send, “WELL BILL NOW I
MUST QRT AND WISH YOU MANY 735
735 TNX FOR THE SWELL Q30 BILL AND
73% BEST OF LUCK AND LOTS OF DX
AND BEST WISHES TO YOU AND THE
FAMILY S0 735 AND I WILL SEE YOU
AGAIN S00N BILL 738 . . . ete.?” All you
have to sy after you've told Bill you must QR'T
is something like this: TNX QS0 OM 73 GN
VA WN4YYY DE KN6ZZZ. Note that it is not
necessary to add an 5™ to 73, By itself 73 means
“hest regands,” IF you say 73's you are, in effect,
saying " Best legardses” which is just plain silly.

Mare Procedure

Now a word or two about correct procedure
when signing over to the other station or when
ending a Q50. It's all very simple but much son-
fusion is evident, When you are turning the QS0
over to the other operator you proceed as follows:
- S0 WATSA OM? AR WN4YYY DE
KNGELZL K. The AR indicates that you are
through for the time being, The K says, “go
abead and transmit to me.” Incidentally, there
is a variation of the K sigoal. You may have
heard it and wondered what it meant and as like
as not you have misused it. I am referring to the
procedure signal KN, This signal indicatas that
vou are engaged in s QB0 that you are inviting
the other operstor 1o go ahead with his trans-
mission and you do not wish a thind station (“the
breaking station,” so called) to interrupt by call-
ing either of you. This signal was originated as
an akd in DX operating and is not often meeded
in domestic communications. Therefore T don't
advise it use in ordinary Q5008 But if you have
oocasion to use it do it right. Tt is definitely not
4 substitute for the plain signal “K". T have
heard novices end a OQ with KN, This is ob-
viously simple-minded. Translated to English it
menns, ' [ am calling a C), & general call, inviting

anyone to answer, but pleass do not call me!™
When em'tlrgn QB0 use the signal, VA, This is

casy. VA is cever the last sigual sent, The last
item is either your call or the letter K. If you
have made your last transmission but will stand
by for the other station's closing remarks you
send, .. TSE CUL GN VA WN4YYY DE
ENGZLE K" The VA indicates that you have

made vour last transmission. If you have com-
pletely finished the QS0 and wish to remain open
for business vou just naturally don’t put anything
at all after your call. If vou intend to “closc
station”' and hit the sack vou should indicate this
fact by adding the signal “CL" immediatel
after your call Listening operators are thus in-
formed that vou will not be in the market for
another QS0. It saves them needless calls.

C.ow, operating procedures are fixed by long
usage and in part are called for by law. The cor-
rect procedure is just as easy to leamn and use u=
is the Sloppy Joe type. If vou ame just starting
on vour ham career vou might just as well start



right. Bad habitzs are difficult to break. If you
find it hard to remember what to send and when
to send it make up a sheet with standard forms
and keep it on your operating desk. Hefer to it
when in doubt; first thing vou know vour proce-
dure will be auntomatic. Onee Jearmed it isa't
forgotten.

R?

Being long winded, I don't mind adding s few
items which can be classed as Miscellaneous (or,
The Bleatings of an dd Goat). First on the
agendn is an ancient complaint about birds who
eome back with “R" when they have copied
only part or perhaps nothing at all of your last
tranamission. This particular seream of mingled
rage and pain has been heard sinee Marconi first
sent three dots across the Atlantic. You'd think
that, after all these years, the H-for-Hoger pest
would have become extinct, but it is not thus
Every day some fellow manages (o come back to
vou with something like thia: . _ 0 WNAYYY
DE ENeZZZ R H R OK OK BUT PLEASE
REPEAT MY REPORT AND YOUR QTH
ALSO MISSED YOUR NAME AND DID NOT
COPY YOUR LAST QUESTION IN THE
QRM . . .!" The simple fact is that if you send
YR you are indicating that you copied solid
everything the other operator sent. Do not send
a single R if you missed any part of his trans-
misgion, Just send a break sign, BT, after vour
call when wou go back to him, il vou missed
anything, and tell him what you missed. There
i3 nothing more exasperating than to hear, “R
BUT MIZSED EVERYTHING OM!™

In econmection with this business of receipting
(R}, one other point might be mentioned. If you
have copied the other fellow’s transmission solid
and have so indieated by “R" when you go back
to him, he can be expected to have sense encugh
to know that you got what he sent, Therefore it
is needless wear and tear on your key and a waste
of your time and his to go through this rigamarole
of “OK ON THIS, OK ON THAT, OK ON
YOUR RIG, OK ON YOUR WX, OK ON
YOUR IMM: HAVING JAUNDICE, ETC.,
ETC." Just up and proceed with vour remarks
and commenta, If he asked a question, answer it.
If he made a statement that requires no answer,
make no answer. 1t%s really very simple.

Another rogue’s gallery characier is the guy
with long, deathly silences. He sends your call,
signs his, sys, “R ES TNX FER DPE OM
BT . . ..” then apparently lapses into & coms,
When you finally decide that the oaf has suf-
fered & heart attack and departed this vale of
tears he suddenly comes o life and burps out a
couple of BT's and staggers along with “RIG
HR 807 WID 50 WATTS BT ..."” and
shoves off for dreamland again. This makes the
receving operator nervous, If your mind goes
temporarily blank when you are on the key, send
something . . . aseries of BT or V, or most any-
thing. Just don't sit there leaving the other op-
erator to wonder of vou are still alive. There js

nothing worse than s lot of clatter on the air
except complete silence.

Sloppy Sending

Practically topping the L=t of the Ten Most
Wanted Men in ham radio is the bird with the
aloppy fist. He makes life s horror for those who
try to copy him. He has no idea how many dots
he's sending — he just throws in plenty so
that you can take yvour pick. He runs letters and
words together or, just the reverse, he separntes
parts of letters qnd chunks of words. He sounds
a8 though be's using a loose toggle switch for a
kev and sending in Japanese kana code, On top
of all this he fouls up his spelling procediure
continually and fills the air with strings of dots
to wmdicate errors, Some operators (7) go on for
vears blithely unaware that their fists are bad.
In faet they may-even faney themsslves as artists
on the key. They get huffy if anvone suggests that
they are not 1009 readable. They suggest that
the receiving operntors need a little practice. If
vou are one of these bovs, you are probably s
hopeless cose, Howewer, if vou Know that yvour
sending leaves something to be desired and you
are sincerely interested in developing a good,
readable fist vou can cease wortying —it's
mmple. Just practice sending. But not on the sir,

Rig voursel{ & code practios oscillator and send
to vourself. The ideal manual fist s one that
sounds like & tape transmitter. Don't laugh! It's
a skill that's easy to acquire. OF course, 1o begin
with, you must know how good code sounde. The
simplest way is to turn on your receiver and tane
in a commercial tape cireuit and fesften. Tune
around, find n station sending press or other
traffic and just sit and listen. You don't have to
be able to copy it solid. Mavbe you can copy only
seven words a minute and the commercial 15 send-
ing at 20 or 25. No matter. Don't worry about
what he's seading, just pay attention to hsw it's
sent. Listen to the individual letters; get the feel
of his rhythm and spacing. Then adjust your key,
get comfortable, and send to vourself. Try to
make your hand-keyved letters sound like the
tape-sent Jetters, Send from a newspaper or book
and pay attention to spacing between words and
letters as well as o the ghape of each individual
letter. At first it may seem an impossible task
but vou'll be surprised how rapidly your sepding
improves, Sure its o lot of work, but vou weren't
born with a telegraph key in vour hand and you
Buwwe Lo bt Yoo don't write s letter in such an
illegitle scraw] that it can’t be read {or do you?),
2o why transmit a botched-up mess of dots and
dashes to some poor wretch on 40 meters who is
tryving to read it.

It's Fun!

C.w. operating can be pleasant and easy. It is
reot, as often averred, o lost art. You are weleomes
to dive right in and fail away at the old hrass
pump handic. But, please, use genuine Inter-
national Morse and standard procedurs! Tt will
make life a pleasure for both vou and your
adversaries.



